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CONCORD. 


1907 
May 8 



the ?/eather conditions were much more 



favorable for bird migration than they have been for a 
week past, I did not note a single arrival to-day. What 
is still more surprising, there seemed to be a dearth of 
all kinds of birds, even of those that have been here for 
weeks, amd most surprising of all, but few of the birds 
which I did see sang at all, even in the early morning. 

Even the Song Sparrows and Field Sparrows were almost silent. 
A Thrasher was singing in the late afternoon and two Robins 
gave a fine concert at evening. Robins, by the way, are 
almost as scarce here now as they were in Cambridge when 
I left there last week. Partridges are even scarcer, 
comparatively. I doubt if there are more than three or 
four on the whole place. The drumming station on the old 
wall in the Barrett Run is deserted this year for the 
first time since I have known it.) 


As twilight was gathering this evening I heard a 


Woodcock peeping in the direction of the Berry Pasture. 
Going there at once I found he was beyond my boundary 
wall in Mr. Howe's pasture. He sang a dozen times or 
more at short intervals while I was there. I watched him 
through the whole of one flight and most of another. On 
both occasions as he was making the series of short down¬ 
ward plunges at the height of his song, I saw him tilt 
first on one side, then on the other, with first one wing 
and then the other pointing straight upward, while its 
fellow pointed,directly earthward. In other words, he 











turned first one side up and then the other. This, I think, 
happened every time he swooped, hut I could not make sure 
that such was the case. What I did see beyond the possi¬ 
bility of mistake was that he tilted them two or three times 
during each of the two flights when I had him in view. If 
I am not greatly mistaken, no one has ever noticed this 
tilting before or at least reported doing so. I, certainly, 
saw it to-night for the first time. It was very marked and 
interesting. I think the bird happened to be at just the 
right angle with my line of vision. During his first flight 
he made rather short and regular swoops; during the second, 
his movements were so swift and erratic that my eyes 
were taxed to follow him. His song was hardly up to the 
standard for his voice lacked strength and fulness, 
although it was as sweet as usual. 
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Experience 

with a 
Skunk 



As Mr. Forbush and I were walking through, the 
apple-orchard at the Farm this afternoon, we started a 
Skunk in the uncut grass. It was so tall that I could 
see only his back and the tip of his tail as he gal¬ 
loped off. He moved by a succession of long, high 
bounds and so swiftly that although I ran at my best 
speed I had not gained on him perceptibly when he reached 
the woods. The distance which he traversed in the open 
was about sixty yards,for the first half of the way over a 
gentle downward incline, for the latter half down a 
rather steep hillside. All the while he was about 
twenty yards in advance of me and running almost as fast 
as a Rabbit runs when startled but not cldsely pursued. 

4^"This experience happened at exactly half-past six o'clock 
with the sun showing from a cloudless sky. Taken in 
connection with the observation I made here last autumn, 
from my chamber window, early one morning, it convinces me 
that Skunks are at times really wary animals and that 
they can and do run much faster than is ordinarily sup¬ 
posed. These facts account, in a measure, I believe, 
for the extreme infrequency with wnich they euuu 

in places (such as this Farm) where the signs they 
leave, when digging for crickets and for turtles' eggs, 
show that they must be very numerous. They have been 
most persistent and in their quest for 

turtles' eggs near Bdl's Hill this season (chiefly in June) 


3 






as the heaps of empty shells scattered thickly over the 

sandy c > fully attest, I did not know before that 

ever 

skunks come out to feed in the bright sunshine, as 
was the case with the animal above described. 
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Another 


Skunk 


As I was walking along the river path at Ball’s Hill 
about 9.30 P. M., I started a good-sized animal from a space 
of soft sand at our landing within thirty yards of the cabin. 
Although the sky was clear and full of stars, it was so 
intensely dark under the shade of the trees that I could see 
nothing, but from the sound of the creature’s footsteps 
as CitJ moved first through some rank weeds within two yards 
of me and then up the steep leaf and twig-strewn hillside, 

I knew that it was trotting slowly and evenly with the 
steady, mincing gait so characteristic of the Skunk. When 
it reached the foot-path that leads to the chestnut cabin, 
all sounds ceased and I concluded that it had taken advan- 

i 

tage of this CtHtroadway to move still further off 
quickly and in silence. I got a lighted lantern in the 
cabin and followed the path for some distance along the 
hillside but could neither see nor hear anything more of 
the nocturnal visitor.^The next morning I found the 
sandy ground by the landing torn up everywhere by fresh 
diggings, evidently those of a Skunk. The pErsistent beast 
had not only raided several nests of the Musk Tortoise, 
scattering the eggshells about, but had also rooted up a 
number of small plants that I had set out in the sand a 
few days before. That same morning I visited some more 
plants that I had put into the ground near Pine Park shed, 
and every one of them had been recently unearthed by a 
Skunk. Apparently this creature noses out and investigates 
every place where the earth has been loosened or disturbed. 
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Call of 


v«enr 



Shea I awoke this norning, the sky near the horizon 
line in the East was glowing with the light of approaching 
dawn but the woods still slumbered in almost total darkness. 
Two birds -ere calling to one another among the oaks on 
the hillside just above the cabin, both uttering a note 
familiar to me since boyhood, but concerning the authorship 
of which I have been hitherto in drubt. It is a short, 
staccato cry, commonly monosyllabic but not infrequently 
divided into two syllables, given with either a rising or 
a foiling inflection, usually clear and resonant but some¬ 
times guttural and occasionally even hrrsh or strident. 
Although thus variable in form and tone, it ssesses almost 
always a wild, almo t weird quality which makes it a pecul¬ 
iarly interesting and indeed attractive sound. It is so 
very loud and penetrating as to carry fully a mile when the 
air is still and it is positively startling in its abrupt 
i .tensity when coming from tw: 2 at hand. I have heard it 
only by night nd oftenest at Lake Umgagog, late in August 
or early in . .tember when heavy flights of W xblers were 
passing. Often when lying wakeful in my tent at Pin© 
f’olnt have I listened to it for hours in succession, study¬ 
ing its alternating variations of inflection and intonation 
and speculating fruitlessly as to the identity of its author. 
On these occasions it came invariably from birds which 
quite evidently were on wing at no great height above the 
tree-t&ps and aovi ig swiftly southward. 
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During some nights they seemed to be passing in end- 


of ISMZ 



less process ion, yet rarely in close c moanionship. This I 
inferred from, the fact that it was exceptional to near more 


than one of them in any given direction at any one time and 
equally so for many minutes to elapse when none were noted. 
Hot infrequently the last faint call of one that was just 
passing out of e rshot to the southward would be almost 


immediately foil wed by the first audible cry of another 
appro 'Ching from the northward. Flying thus singly, at 
widely spaced intervals, yet perhaps within distant hearing 
of one another, mingling their crisp, incisive voices with 
the feeble lisping ■ones of innumerable migrating - rblers, 
the mysterious bird® would journey almost ceaselessly south- 
w rd along aerial oathway s, lighted only by the moon or by 
myriads of t inkling stars. 

Their calls, ’Which were seldom given of turner than 
once every eight or ten second® and gonetimes much less 
frequently, reminded me by turns of those of certain of our 
Jnrblers, of the autumnal note of the Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
and of the loud, explosive cry of the Created Flycatcher. 

On the whole, however, they resembled most closely the night 
c 11s of the Hermit Thrush. Indeed I was inclined for a 
time to refer them to that species until 1 heard that the 
birds making them habitually departed for the ->outh before 
many * if any, of the Hermits had left their breeding-grounds. 


i 










This consideration ruled out Swalneon*s Thrush, also, 

Veery X did not think of even as a possibility, for it is 
the least common of the Thrushes which breed about Lake 
HJL £]&*& OX. Uabagog and I have hitherto had no reason to suspect that 
it ever occurs thus numerously i autumn as a migrant from 
regions still further north. That this muot be the c se, 
however, will appear fron what X am about to add concerning 
the experience referred to in the opening sentences of this 
entry in my Journal. 

The two birds heard early th s morning, In the oaks 
near the cabin, called almost incessantly for ten or twelve 
minutes, giving practically every variation known to me of 
the sounds which X have Just described at such length. As 
the light increased, I noticed that their voices were 
changing gradually and beginning to resemble those of Wilsa* a 
feu 3 shea. At length one of them uttered anunmistakable 
call of that speoies — the ordinary often , so like the 
s:und of a man whistling to his dog, as Burroughs puts it. 

This was soon followed, on the part of both birds, by other 
notes equally ch-r acteristic of the Veery, among them the 
low vibrating or Jarring cry. Thus the solution of a mystery 
that has pussled me for many year* has at length been 
vouchafed me, % 

The birds heard on this occasion became silent 
before it was broad daylight. 1 think they were migrants 
that had arrived and settle among the oaks Just before I 
awoke. That they made all the sounds which I attributed 









to them la beyond question. Equally certain is It that 

the c^les vshlch they gave at first were the s -me as those 
which I have heard so often at Lake Urabagog arid which 
evidently represent the night call of the species. As far 
as I have observed, it is uttered by the Veer/ only, at 
night and during migration,'but this rule may be subject 
to exceptions^ for the corresponding and closely similar 
call of the Hermit is sometimes given by day, even when 
the birds are still on their breeding grounds. 
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Ohl 

Hfiwte 

and devours 
a 'lue-Jay 




Yesterday mourning two young female Sharp-shinned 
Hawke ppe red over our flower-garden, chasing one l noth t 
and playing together la the air precisely like mating 
swallow#, Roth alighted near together, at the same time, 
in the big a ah just above the roof of the barn as I was 
standing in the doorway* They looked as innocent and harm¬ 
ies e as big doves and showed no fear of rae. 

A very different experience with a bird of similar 

age and sex fell to ny lot this naming. As I .fas walking 

0 

down our Xaaua I heard in the de-..,sely-wooded run to which 
it leads r~.d fully one .hundred yards in advance, a aucuiwgeion 
of agonised cries such as all email birds seem to utter In 
almost precisely the same tone arid key when seised by a 
Hawk, Foil wi ig uo the sounds (eh-eh-w .-eh. etc.) I reached 
the edge of the cover,when they seemed so very ne r that I 
atoo ed and peered In through the leaves* The next instant 
I sew the Hawk, a young female harp-shin, standing erect' 
aid still on the ground under a big hickory* Just before 
it another bird that looked aim afc as big ao a bigooo was 

t f rrbnllng about and beating its dugs as if badly hurt, Th- 

♦ 

Hawk pre ently attacked it again, tearing (with efk only) 
at lb 2 feathers and plucking them out by the mouthful. For 
nearly five minutes more the poor bird continued to struggle 

and cry most piteously although during the latter yurt of 

te ring 

the tine I c old see that the Hawk was tiding out and 
greedily devouring shreds of raw livlnn flesh instead of 
feathers. Hot >nce did it use its talons on the poor victim 
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or change it® position on the ground although it sometimes 

flapped its bro yl sing© with a slow, wavlny motion, probably 

to keep its b-.OLanoe while tugging out an especially long 

-ff piece of flesh, fch'.i length the cries >f the victim and its 

struggle ceased at almost the came instant, I then left 

the spot and hurried to t-ie house far my gun. hen I 

returned 1 got only a fleeting glimpse at the Hawk aa it 

rose and tinned off like shadow foreign the trees. It 

must have carried off its »rey for I searched th- ; round 

cle-ely without finding- any lag rave a pile of feathers 

and two pools of bio-d almost as broad as tho palm of wy 

hand. The feathers -were those -f i lue Jay, I could not 

see the latter very distinctly while watching it struggle, 

but it seemed to me to be lying face d mw&rd all the while 
m - 

and oot mcklnsr any resistance, tut at first Uiero as 
a;. othiag In the •ttitude and notions of the Hawk nhieh 

seemed to betoken that it was standing partly or. yiv- rd, 

. 

hater on, it anyc- red to i© to f- irly revel 1 the gov ge 
joy of gorging itself on the living flesh and to be 
utterly indi-tfer©nt to the agony of it© victim or ■ erfcaps 
eve>- to exult In it. 

Perhr e 1 have not deooribed "itL erfficient defi¬ 
nite =es© the cries which thr Jay uttered, They were not 
i • v ® least jay-like but rather rerembled the sc . 1 hi rig 
plaint which a Hod-eyed Yireo gives who i its nest is in 

danger, ""hey had a different quality from that, however. 


■ 








suggesting extreme physical anguish rather than mere anxiety 
or apprehension# As I have said, many if not most small 
birds utter cries v- ry similar to these whe tney are 
seised by Hawks. 
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As I was at work setting oi it plants on the shores 
of the little artificial pond in our berry pasture this 
morning, I heard thf rustling sound of wings very lear me. 
The next instant, a blitary Sandpiper alighted about 20 
yards distant. The bird ap : eared to have ju t come from 
a distance and was no doubt a migrant fresh from the ’forth. 
The first thing it did was to satisfy its thirst by wading 
into the water and drinking copiously, just as a Warbler, 
Thrush or Sparrow would have done, that is to say by 
io- ersing the partly open bill and then pointing it upward 
to let the water rim down its throat,at the same time 
working the mandibles. I this way it secured a number of 
swall"we. It then rambled almost entirely around the pond* 
trying fof food in a number of places but apparently falling 
to secure any. The ground was, for the most part, too hard 
for it to probe,although It attempted to do wo, it 
length (a out ten minutes after its first appearance) I 
looked up and found that it had departed in silence. 

Later in the day, P t Flan ery heard a Kingfisher 
r ttling and saw it alight in a small elra over the pond. 
There are a few minnows there. How quickly the Kingfisher 
dl covers their ore ence in such remote places] This 
pool wan dry only a year or two ago. X have just enl rged 
It considerably. Ho doubt Ducks will come to It in course 
of time. 










About 3 P. M. I saw a solitary Chimney wlft high 


# 

Deer In our. 

in air, hurrying southward over the orchard. This is a 

late date. 

when Mr. For bush arrived at the fam**house this 

woods# 

morning, he told of having juot seen four beer to ether in 

Forbush sees 

Birch Field. Early i. the afternoon he saw a single one 

four# I three. 

• 

• 

at the edge of the e Tamp just below the orchard. One 

animal was small, the others of ful else; all were does. 

About 5 P. F. I started for droh Field, hoping 

to get a sight at some of these Does. Pat Flannery over- 

'took me at the foot of the hill and just as we ent red 

the woods my Irish terrier, Larry, joined us. v had 

nearly reached the big pine when a Deer started on our 

right and ran across the opening to the left. It stopped 

about thirty yards away when it was joined by another of 

about the some rise and a moment later by a third,con¬ 
siderably smaller. I took both the larger animals to be 

fully mature does. One of them was very pale-colored 

(i sort of faded yellowish) and its coat looked thin and 

ragged as If it were moulting. The other was brighter 

reddish brown with the entire chest black. This I can 

swear to, as th- animal was facing e and in a good light. 

The other two standing near it and also feeing me had the 

chest colored, like the body# Although these Deer e uld 

see us dimly and had our wind, thev stood staring at us 

for fully five minutes, within thirty yards. The pale, 


mangy-lo ki$g -doe who ap eared to be the leader of the trio 












stamped with her right foot many tines as if angry and 
deer in our 0 noe she a-iirr.hced a fe.i paces. Ill the mile we talked in 
oJfca. low tones and tarry protested In high ones, 't length 

Forbush see.3 j xet hln go and he sprang forward at top speed. Then the 
four.. I. three, ,threw up their "flags* and bounded >off } but at no 

great speed. Evidently the little dog did not alarm them 
greatly. He cane bade within less than five -'dilutes* 

Pratt shot a large buck in his nursery about : week ago. 




# 


/r 
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Peculiar 

behavior 
of a Downy 
Woodpecker 


’While we were at breakfast this morning, I noticed 
a male Downy Woodpecker clinging to a stem of a lilac very 
near the suet. I expected to see him fly to it in a 
moment or two’ but he remained where he was for ne arly 
half an hour . During most of this time he kept perfectly 
motionless, with his bill pointing nearly strs.ight 
upward. Even when one of my men began raking leaves from 
around the clump of lilacs, the bird did not move, although 
the rake handle swept to and fro within eight or ten feet 
of him. He seemed to be in a sort of trance ana quite 
oblivious to everything that went on around him. This is not 
the first time I have seen a Downy behave in this manner 
but it does not happen often. When the bird finally 
changed his position, he at once resumed his normal manner, 
running actively up the trunk of an elm and then taking 
short flights from tree to tree. 
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April 18 

I have seen or heard Red-shouldered Hawks in the 

IS) 

CD 

Holden Hill woods nearly every time I have been there this 

spring. This mornimg I flushed the female from the nest 

shouldered. 

in the big chestnut which the birds built and reared a 

Hawks 

brood in last year. The nest looks just as it did when I 

occupy same 

first saw it last month. There was no down visible this 

nest as 

morning. The bird started when I was 100 yards away 

last year 

and flew to the crest of the hill where she alighted in 

an oak. I kept on towards the nest. When I was nearly 

under it the female began screaming loudly, opening her 

mouth very wide as I could see through my glass. A few 

minutes later she started and cane straight for me on 

The female 

set wings, with great swiftness. When within twenty yards 

swoops at me 

she turned slightly upwards and to one side, passing me, 

however, within ten or fifteen feet. She then alighted 

within thirty yards and screamed again, long and loud, 

making the woods ring with her wild, musical clamor. Soon 

afterwards she stooped at me again and a little later 

still again, on each occasion sheering over and to the 

left of me at the last moment. The straight, silent 

onrush of the big bird was very impressive. All the while 

The male an 

irfllture 

her mate was soaring high overhead, screaming now and then 

He is in immature plumage like the male of last year and 

bird as 

no doubt he is the same individual. She, too, appears to 

he was last 

be the same as last year — a fine large bird with deep 

ruddy breast and in fully mature plumage. 

year 
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Chickadees 

building 


This is the fourth day that the Chickadees have 
been at work excavating their nest in the apple tree by 
our dining-room window. They begin soon after sunrise 
ana labor ceaselessly through the forenoon but, as far as 
we have observed, they never work at all in the afternoon, 
8 .1though they sometimes come to the hole as if to see 
that all is right there. They are boring nearly straight 
down and have already got to a depth of about five inches. 
The work is shared equally, one bird succeeding the other 
the instant the first has taken wing with a mouthful of 
chips. Each bird usually makes a visit to the hole 
about once every ten seconds , so rapidly do they work. 


Nuthatches 

building 
in squirrel 
hole high up 



There is a round hole about 3-g- inches in diameter 
sixty feet above the ground in our big elm, in which a 
pair of Flickers reared their brood six or seven years 
ago. It has since been occupied at all seasons by Gray 
Squirrels. I have seen three animals enter and leave it 
within a week. Yet this morning about 8 o'clock a pair 
of White-bellied Nuthatches were building a nest there. 

The female did most of the work and performed it with 
remarkable rapidity. She would run out on a large branch, 
pry off a scale of bark 5 or 6 inches long, take it into 
the hole and almost instantly reappear and go after 
another. The male occasionally got one and simply poked 
it into the hole, without entering himself. 
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Chickadees 

excavating 

hole 


Sharp-shin 

Hawk 
hunting 



The Chickadees worked at excavating for their nest 
in the apple tree at the rear of the house all day and 
even more ceaselessly and energetically in the afternoon 
than in the forenoon. Thus far they have done nothing 
but loosen and remove the decayed wood. I examined the 
hole this evening and found it had been carried down 
about six inches. At the bottom it tapered to a point. 

The birds jump into it and out of it with surprising 
quickness and precision like Jack-in-the-box, never 
pausing for an instant at the entrance, at least when 
going in. 

As I was standing near our poultry yard about 
10 A. M. a female Sharp-shinned Hawk scaled low over it, 
coming from Lawrence's field. She kept straight on, 
following our cart path and passing the old barn within 
a few yards and bel an the level of the eaves. Not over 
while within my view did she move her wings. There was 
something very impressive about her flight — a swift, 
even, noiseless glide, suggesting great momentum yet 
absolutely effortless. This is the characteristic method 
of hunting of the Sharp-shin, and to a less degree of 
Cooper's Hawk, also. It must be a deadly method, for 
the victim can have little or_ no n otice of the approach 


of the Hawk until it is too late 






















